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Abstract

Driven by ease of communication, global integration of nation states seems irreversible. Universities around the world attempt to seize the opportunity created by high integration to expand their reach to international students using various modes of education service delivery. As the recent trend indicates, ignoring this opportunity is unwise decision in such a dynamic world. The decision is, however, not easy or simple since cross-border factors- rules and regulations of each nation states, as well as multilateral agreements- are in play. For both internal and/or external reasons, a university may prefer to meet education demand in different countries using different modes of delivery - through online in some countries, opening branch campuses in other countries, and/or recruiting international students for an onshore campus. This study attempts to understand mainly the external factors that lead a university to choose one mode of delivery over the other in delivering education services in Africa. Specifically, I plan to identify national and multilateral factors that may hinder or promote success of a decision that a university makes. I will use universities from advanced countries as suppliers and developing countries as consumers of education services to empirically investigate what factors determine the choice of one mode of delivery of education services over the other. 
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